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sizable obstacle to stability and democratic
governance. Unlike the Balkans, however, it
is not an insurmountable one.

Despite the pervasive following of Islam in
the region, religious extremism does not
have the same roots in Central Asia that it
does in other parts of the world. Radical
groups, such as the Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan (whose leader, Jumaboi Khojiev
Namangani, was reportedly killed fighting in
Afghanistan—some sources say he has mere-
ly gone into hiding) are fortunately still the
exception.

However, this could certainly change if re-
pressive regimes continue to kindle the
flames of religious extremism by stifling vir-
tually all other opportunities for political
voice. The horrors of Algeria should not be
replicated in Uzbekistan or Tajikistan.

Situated in the middle of Russia, China,
and India, and with virtually untapped en-
ergy potential, Central Asia would be an
area of importance to the United States even
under the best of circumstances. However,
the War on Terror has now considerably
upped the ante. Support for the cause of
Muslim fundamentalism in Central Asia not
only threatens the region’s stability, but is
sure to mean more fuel for a global jihad. As
the events of 9/11 have made clear, America
has as much reason to fear that development
as any of the regimes themselves.

The next generation of America’s leaders
must not be made apologists for today’s poli-
cies aimed at the short-term and short-sight-
ed advancement of U.S. interests. This
means avoiding marriages of convenience
with repressive Central Asian regimes that
will inevitably prove harmful to the nation’s
future.

The New Great Game in Central Asia is
very much a battle of good against evil. De-
mocracy, not Islamic extremism, must fill
the political void. While the U.S. has no role
in fomenting or aiding these ‘‘coups of the
apparatchiks,’’ Americans are still beholden
to one obligation: We need to at least make
sure we are not rooting for the wrong side.∑

f

TAKE OUR DAUGHTERS TO WORK
DAY

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I
have had the privilege of hosting some
of the future leaders of America in my
office as part of Ms. Magazine’s Take
Our Daughters to Work Day. As part of
the day’s activities I asked them to
write a speech on what they would do if
elected to serve as a United States Sen-
ator. I am proud to submit for the
record some of their responses.

If I were a United States Senator by
Annie Ballard, 5th Grade, Future US
Senator 2021. As a Senator of the
United States I will find equality for
all peoples of the Nation. For every
man, woman and child of all races and
types. Every man and woman should
have equal pay and treatment. In some
places of the country, women and peo-
ple of color are not payed or treated
equally to whites and men. Hispanics
might be payed $2.29 for 13 hours of
work each day. Some women are quali-
fied for jobs and have to give them up
because of a less qualified man. Teams
of sports will choose males over fe-
males in football, baseball and other
sports. In this bill, I plan to equalize
all jobs, sports and pay for all people of
the United States of America.

What I would do if I were Senator, by
Ashley Bageant. I would increase secu-
rity at big buildings and airports so
our environment can be more safe. I
would do that by hiring more police of-
ficers. I would try to treat everybody
the same. I would do what I would
think would be right for our country. I
would pay my people more money so
they would have enough money to
build homeless shelters to get homeless
people off the street.

What I would do if I were Senator?
By Kathleen Warner, 9th Grade, Future
US Senator 2018. As a high school stu-
dent and a Catholic, I am pro-life and
feel that my opinion should be strongly
considered. My reasoning on the abor-
tion issue is that a child is a life from
the point of conception and therefore
should by the state just like any other
citizen. Also, if a child is conceived un-
expectedly the mother can put the
child up for adoption where he or she
has the same opportunity as other chil-
dren to live a strong, successful life.
Finally, let me say, I am proud to live
in a country where I can express my
opinion like this.∑

f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

f

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:05 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3763. An act to protect investors by
improving the accuracy and reliability of
corporate disclosures made pursuant to the
securities laws, and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

At 3:19 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bill:

H.R. 4167. An act to extend for 8 additional
months the period for which chapter 12 of
title 11 of the United States Code is reen-
acted.

MEASURERS REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by uunanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3763. An act to protect investors by
improving the accuracy and reliability of
corporate disclosures made pursuant to the
securities laws, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–6572. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel, Office of National Drug
Control Policy, Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a nomination confirmed for the posi-
tion of Deputy Director for State and Local
Affairs, received on April 17, 2002; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC–6573. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Director, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Office of Law Enforcement, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Confer-
ring Designated Port Status on Anchorage,
Alaska’’ (RIN1018–AH75) received on April 22,
2002; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

EC–6574. A communication from the Chair-
man and Vice Chairman of the Federal Elec-
tion Commission, transmitting jointly, the
Fiscal Year 2003 Budget Request Amend-
ment; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration.

EC–6575. A communication from the Acting
Chairman of the Merit Systems Protection
Board, transmitting, a report relative to the
Merit Systems Protection Board Reauthor-
ization Act of 2002; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

EC–6576. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department of Defense,
transmitting, a draft of proposed legislation
entitled ‘‘National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2003’’; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

f

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM–229. A resolution adopted by the Sen-
ate of the Legislature of the State of Michi-
gan to support Federal assistance, through
the Transportation Efficiency Act, for the
Village of Holly/Rose Township Michigan
Highway-Rail Life Safety Access Project; to
the Committee on Appropriations.

SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 172

Whereas, Blockage of the Cogshall Road
crossing creates a life-threatening danger to
residents in Holly Shores, a mobile home
subdivision, when emergency vehicles cannot
gain access; and

Whereas, Proximity of wetland limits the
areas that can be used to address the prob-
lem; and
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